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From the President & CEO

“ Summer season

By Rich Bauer

WHERE has this summer gone? Every
year, I look forward to the nicer weather
and the ability to get some things done
around the house, but in a blink of an
eye, it is August. Of course, only about
half of those outside jobs got done and
here we are, ready for the new school
year to start. Like most of you, I felt 1
had plenty of time, but between ball
games, family get-togethers, and all the
rain, August snuck up on us, and it’s
time to start preparing for fall.

On the other hand, your coopera-
tive has been very busy this summer
continuing with our normal line main-
tenance and tree cutting, but we also
have some new and exciting programs.
One of those is Valley Rural Energy
Services. I have talked to you about our
home electrical maintenance program,
but our Bosch heat pump and Generac
generator installations also have been
going extremely well.

No one at your cooperative likes to
talk about power outages, but they do
happen. No matter how well we are
prepared, we are no match for Mother
Nature. We have been fortunate over
the past several years, but the high
wind and rain we had in early May
brought back the reality of the power
of nature and reminded many of our
members what it is like to be without
power for a few days. If power is an
absolute necessity for you or your
family, you may want to consider a
standby generator for those rare times
when your power is out. We partnered
with Generac to sell, install and service
whole-house, 22-kilowatt generators
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with automatic transfer switches. Even
if you aren’t home, the generator mon-
itors the incoming power, and if there
is an outage, it will automatically turn
on. When the main power is restored,
it will automatically turn off. The best
way to describe it is like having an
insurance policy. Hopefully, you will
never need it, but if you do, it is abso-
lutely worth it. Please give one of our
three certified electricians a call to get
an estimate for your home or business.

We have also been busy installing
Bosch heat pumps. These units are
extremely economical to run and are very
efficient down to zero degrees. As a coop-
erative member, if we install one of these
units for you, you will get a $500 rebate,
as well as receive an extremely econom-
ical and efficient way to heat and cool
your home. If you have been thinking
about upgrading your heating or cooling
system, let us give you an estimate.

Please stop by our booth at the
Huntingdon, Juniata or Fulton coun-
ty fairs to see what programs we are
offering or just to say “Hi.” We will also
be conducting a bloodmobile drive at
our corporate office across from the
Huntingdon County fairgrounds on
Aug. 8, so if you would like to donate
blood, just give us a call.

As always, thanks for being a part of
your cooperative. If you have any ques-
tions, comments or concerns, please
don’t hesitate to contact me. I hope you
have a wonderful end to your summer
and get to finish all those “honey-do”
projects on your list. Thank you, and
God Bless.
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Valley REC sponsors 7 area
students on Youth Tour 2017

By Doug Roles
Vice President, Member Services

VALLEY Rural Electric Cooperative
sponsored seven high school students
from five school districts on the 2017
Rural Electric Youth Tour to Washing-
ton, D.C., June 11-16. The teens, all of
whom just completed their junior year,
spent their time in the capital meet-
ing legislators and learning about the
cooperative business model.

They joined 1,800 other juniors and
seniors from electric cooperatives all
over the country who participated in
the event. Ninety-six participants were
sponsored by Pennsylvania co-ops.

The annual all-expenses-paid trip is
packed with activities, including meet-
ings with lawmakers and rural electric
cooperative leaders, visits to historic
monuments throughout Washington,
D.C., and tours of the Smithsonian
museums, U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum, National Zoo, and Arlington
Cemetery. The agenda also included
a cruise on the Potomac River and a
parade at the Iwo Jima Memorial.

Youth Tour participants are depen-
dents of co-op members. Each year,
they learn about the principles that
govern rural electric cooperatives and
other cooperatives. Recommended by
guidance counselors at their respective
schools, the students were selected
for the trip on the basis of academic
achievement, leadership in extracurric-
ular activities and community service.

“I had a wonderful time and experi-
enced a lot while making friends and
memories I'll never forget,” says Emily
Buseck, a Tussey Mountain student.
“Some of my favorite parts of the trip
included: visiting the Newseum, going
on the Potomac River Boat Cruise, vis-
iting the Holocaust museum, visiting
the Pentagon Memorial, and, of course,
the shopping we got to do.”

Emily is the daughter of Richard and
Pam Buseck of James Creek. She sees

14b

herself becoming a physical therapist
or a teacher. Emily, a National Honor
Society (NHS) student, is a cheerlead-
er, and serves as class president. She
participates in Hugh O’Brian Youth
Leadership and student council. She
was the 2016 Marklesburg Fire Com-
pany fire queen.

Williamsburg High School (WHS)
had three students on Youth Tour
this year. They were: Olivia England,
daughter of Barry and Gwen England of
Williamsburg; Olivia Hostler, daughter
of Daren and Alice Hostler of Williams-
burg; and Nathan Ross, son of Clair and
Melissa Ross of Williamsburg.

The three WHS students have
much in common. They are NHS
students and participate in band.
Additionally, they are involved in
the Creative Compassions com-
munity service outreach program
through their high school.

Olivia England hopes to major
in biomedical sciences after high
school and sees herself becoming
a doctor. She plays on the school
volleyball and softball teams, and
is involved in student council,
Library Club and Health Careers
Club. She is also active in her
church.

Olivia Hostler is considering
a career as a physical therapist.
She plays on the volleyball team.
Her school activities include
Ski Club, student council and
Library Club. She enjoys skiing
and reading.

Nathan’s career goal is to
become a surgeon. His activities
include student council, Health
Careers Club, Spanish Club
and Library Club. Nathan plays
basketball for the WHS team. He

is the daughter of Kenneth and Sarah
Shaffer of Hesston. Jennifer’s career in-
terests include physics, music and law.
Like the co-op’s other Youth Tour stu-
dents, she is involved in band, includ-
ing marching band, concert band, jazz
band and the student-run pep band.
She also plays with the Raystown Wind
Orchestra. Jennifer has also participat-
ed in her school’s mock trial program.
Mount Union Area High School had
one student on Youth Tour this year.
Katrina Bliss is the daughter of Timo-
thy and Jacquita Bliss of Huntingdon.
Katrina plans to major in biomedical
(continues on page 14c)

is involved in his church and has
participated in the Blair County
Youth Leadership program.
Jennifer Shaffer, a student at
Huntingdon Area High School,
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VALLEY YOUTH TOUR STUDENTS: Valley Rural
Electric Cooperative sponsored seven area high school
juniors on the 2017 Rural Electric Youth Tour to Wash-
ington, D.C., June 11-16. The students are, front row,
from left: Katrina Bliss, Olivia England, and Olivia Hostler,
and back: Emily Buseck, Jared Gaylord, Nathan Ross,
and Jennifer Shaffer.



engineering and go to medical school.
Her school activities include Drama
Club, Future Business Leaders of
America (FBLA) and The Daily News
Press Club. Katrina is Huntingdon
County’s dairy princess and enjoys ex-
hibiting dairy cattle at the Huntingdon
County Fair.

“I would definitely recommend
Youth Tour to other students,” Katrina
says. “It’s not only a ton of fun, but you
also learn so much — about our gov-

ernment, electric cooperatives, history
and current issues our world is facing.
Youth Tour is just an awesome experi-
ence that will better prepare any young
person for the future in an amazingly
fun way.”

Juniata Valley High School’s Jared
Gaylord, the son of Susan Lingle of
Tyrone, hopes to pursue a career in
petroleum engineering. He serves as
class treasurer and vice president of his
school's FBLA chapter. His activities

also include track and field.

Valley Rural Electric Cooperative
is a member-owned utility that serves
more than 21,000 consumers in Bed-
ford, Blair, Centre, Franklin, Fulton,
Huntingdon, Juniata and Mifflin
counties. For more information on the
Rural Electric Youth Tour, contact the
member services department at Valley
REC at 814-643-2650, toll-free 800-
432-0680 or email memberservices@
valleyrec.com. $8

Valley Rural Electric Cooperative awards
15 $1,000 scholarships to local students

VALLEY Rural Electric Cooperative
recently awarded 15 $1,000 scholar-
ships to high school seniors as well as
students already enrolled in post-sec-
ondary institutions.

The co-op’s Brighter Future Schol-
arship Program was established in
2010 to assist eligible students who are
cooperative members or their depen-
dents. To date, Valley has conferred
nearly $180,000 in scholarship grants.
Selection criteria include academic
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achievement, financial need, school
activities and community service.

The money to finance this initiative
comes from unclaimed capital cred-
its refunds that previously had to be
turned over to the state treasury. But
thanks to the efforts of the coopera-
tive’s political advocates, these resourc-
es can now be kept in co-op commu-
nities and used to assist consumers
facing financial hardships, to support
civic organizations, and to fund educa-
tional programs.

The following 14 high school seniors
were awarded scholarships from Valley
REC:

Bedford County: Tussey Mountain
High School — Teddi E. Weimert of
James Creek, daughter of Ted and Eliz-
abeth Weimert, attending Penn State
University; and Karah L. Dickson, also
of James Creek, daughter of Scott and

Diana Dickson, attending Penn State
Altoona.

Blair County: Central High School
— Anna M. Ormsby of Martinsburg,
daughter of Craig and Nina Ormsby, at-
tending Geneva College; and Lauren N.
Kensinger of Williamsburg, daughter
of Denny and Jody Kensinger, attend-
ing Penn State Altoona; Williamsburg
High School — Patrick M. McCauley
of Williamsburg, son of Tim and Lisa
McCauley, attending Saint Francis Uni-
versity; and Joshua T. Allison, also of
Williamsburg, son of Mark and Linda
Allison, attending South Hills School of
Business & Technology.

Fulton County: Southern Fulton
Junior/Senior High School — Olivia M.
Mottern of Warfordsburg, daughter of
Brian and Carolyn Mottern, attending
Millersville University; and Lindsey
D. Palmer of Needmore, daughter of
Christopher and Karen Palmer, attend-
ing Wilson College; McConnellsburg
High School — Bronwyne E. Mellott of
Harrisonville, daughter of Howard and
Karla Mellott, attending Penn State
Altoona.

Huntingdon County: Huntingdon
Area High School — Sydney M. Bar-
nett of Hesston, daughter of Michael
Barnett and Francine Smith, attending
Penn State Altoona; Juniata Valley
High School — Jordan D. Harnish of
Williamsburg, daughter of Melanie and
Matthew Hughes and Michael Har-
nish, attending Huntingdon County
Career and Technology Center; Mount
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Union Area High School — Emily E.
Hollibaugh of Mount Union, daughter
of Thomas and Elizabeth Hollibaugh,
attending Indiana University of Penn-
sylvania; Southern Huntingdon County
High School — Michia L. Whitsel of
Shirleysburg, daughter of Marshall and
Michele Whitsel, attending Penn State
University.

In addition, Rachel E. Martin,
daughter of James and Kelli Martin of
Fort Loudon, Franklin County, who
is a graduate of Pennsylvania Virtual
Charter School and plans to attend
Penn State Mont Alto, was selected to
receive a Brighter Future Scholarship.

One student currently enrolled in
a post-secondary institution was also
awarded a scholarship from Valley REC
for the 2017-18 academic year. She is
Samantha B. Shoemaker of Hesston,
daughter of Brian Shoemaker and the
late Mindy Shoemaker, a 2016 gradu-
ate of Huntingdon Area High School
attending Penn State Altoona.

Valley Rural Electric is a mem-
ber-owned cooperative providing
electric service to consumers in eight
counties of south-central Pennsylva-
nia, including Bedford, Blair, Centre,
Franklin, Fulton, Huntingdon, Juniata
and Mifflin.

For more information about Valley
Rural Electric Cooperative’s Brighter
Future Scholarship Program, call 800-
432-0680 or visit www.valleyrec.com
and follow the Programs and Services
link to the Scholarships section. §8
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2017 golf tourney beneflt

ah v

By Doug Roles
Vice President, Member Services

VALLEY REC employees and friends
of the co-op spent a day on the links
at Huntingdon Country Club June 29
to raise money for two local infants
with congenital heart conditions. The
2017 Valley Rural Electric Golf Outing
benefited 14-month-old Dirk Leidy and
9-month-old Kendra Gibson.

Dirk is the son of Robert and Kerri
Leidy of Mount Union. Kendra is the
daughter of Chris Gibson and Tisa
Miller of Huntingdon. Both families
make frequent trips to hospitals and
face mounting medical expenses.

This year’s tournament raised
$32,000. The beneficiaries will split the
proceeds.

“Our annual golf outing brings
together many golfers and sponsors
from across central Pennsylvania and
beyond for a good cause,” says Valley
REC President & CEO Rich Bauer.
“We're grateful for all the support this
event receives from our vendors, em-
ployees and the community.”

Forty-seven teams played in the day-
long best ball scramble. The first flight
hit the course at 8 a.m. while the after-
noon flight began play at 1 p.m. Valley
REC employees share the workload of
planning and staffing the tournament,
and reach out to local businesses and

-:
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2017 GOLF OUTING: Valley REC President & CEO Rich Bauer, left, joins the families of 14-month-
old Dirk Leidy and 9-month-old Kendra Gibson, the beneficiaries of the 2017 Valley Rural Electric
Golf Outing. Joining Bauer are, from left: Dirk's great-grandmother, Mary Souders; Dirk's parents,
Robert and Kerri; Kendra's parents, Tisa Miller and Chris Gibson; and Kendra's brother, Chris. This
year's tournament raised $32,000.

co-op vendors alike for donations and
sponsorships.

“All the proceeds from our tourna-
ment go directly to Dirk and Kendra,”
Bauer says.

Kendra was born with an unexpected
heart defect called Tetralogy of Fallot,
where a child has only three chambers
in his or her heart. Fortunately, the de-
fect was diagnosed just hours after her
birth. Dirk was born with half a heart,

MORNING WINNERS: The winning team for the morning flight was Morefield Communications.
Preparing to tee off is Nick Spallone as Steve Mamat, left, and Wes Kelly look on. Missing from
photo is team member Tom Kozminski.
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a disease called Hypoplastic Left Heart
Syndrome. Dirk and Kendra have both
had multiple surgeries. The parents
say the children are pain-free for the
most part. The two families met for the
first time at the tournament where the
youngsters played together briefly on
the floor of the country club lobby.

“I think it's a wonderful event; I
never expected anything like this,” Tisa
says of Valley’s 2017 tournament. “It’s
nice to meet another family in this sit-
uation and to hear their story. Hopeful-
ly we can keep in touch and give each
other support.”

“It was amazing to meet another
‘heart baby’ family and talk to them,”
Kerri agrees.

The 2017 event was the fifth golf
tournament organized by Valley REC.
The co-op’s health and wellness pro-
grams have raised more than $115,000
for charity since 2010. In addition to
the golf outing, Valley’s fundraising
events have included a walkathon, a
horseshoe tournament, a “Kickin It For
Cans” food drive, softball tournaments
and participation in Relay For Life
events. ¥



AFTERNOON WINNERS: The winning team from the afternoon
flight includes, from left: Scott Eichelberger, Dana Yakimczyk, Ed
Strickler and Noah Strickler (not pictured).

Thank you, 2017 Valley Rural Electric Golf Outing sponsors and donors!

Platinum Sponsors - Harmon Contracting, LLC, MultiComm, Inc. Gold Sponsors - Allied Milk Producers Co-op, Inc., Con-
tainment Solutions, Inc., Forbes Road Lions Club, Jostens Inc., Pennsylvania Networks, Inc. Silver Sponsors - Anixter Inc.,
CFC. Bronze Sponsors - Adams Electric Cooperative, Inc., Altec Industries, Inc., Buffamante Whipple Buttafaro, P.C., David
G. Miller Group, LLC, Eaton, Eden Valley Barns, Eden Valley Landscaping, Fairfield Inn & Suites, First National Bank of Penn-
sylvania, Hubbell Power Systems, Juniata Mutual Insurance Company, Morefield Communications, Inc., Mountain Research,
LLC, N.E. Reihart & Sons, Inc., Palmer Construction Company Inc., Park's Garbage Service, Penn Line Service, Inc., Power
Line Supply, Sussex Rural Electric Cooperative, Inc., United Utility Supply. Contributors - Ace Fix-It Hardware, Advanced Auto
Parts, Allensville Planing Mill, Alternative Technologies Inc., American Legion Post 518, Orbisonia Pa., Appleby’s Drug Store,
Asplundh Tree Expert Company, AutoZone, Ayers Line Construction Inc., B&B Designed Systems, Inc., B&L Tree Service,
Barb Moyer, Bartello Insurance LLC, Bickel's Surplus Too, Billy Ayers, Brenneman’s Meat Market, Brian Bulas, Bridgewell
Resources, Brook Thompson, Brooks Utility Products, Brown & Walters Insurance Agency, Inc., Brownstown Electric Supply,
Bryce Saylor & Sons, Burger King, Burgi's Back Nine, Burgmeier's Hauling Inc., Central Electric Cooperative, Inc., Century
Link, Cheese & Garden Shop, Cindy Bigelow, Couch's Subs & Grocery, Creswell Advertising, D&D Electrical Sales, Inc.,
Dairy Queen, DelGrosso’s Park & Laguna Splash, Domino’s Pizza, E. B. Endres Inc., Elks - Bartenders of BPOE 976, Elus
Company, Estep Heating & A/C LLC, Excellence Opto, Inc., Family Anderson Roadside Market, Federated Rural Electric
Insurance Exchange, Fisher Auto Parts, Forever Media, Frugal Fashionista, Generac, Giant Food Stores, Haverstock Koenig
& Associates, Health South - Altoona, Heather Ayers, Helen Hughes, HiLine Utility Supply, Hite Company, Hoss's Steak &
Sea House, Huntingdon Country Club, Huston Ford, It's All About You, Jason & Jennel Miller, Jason Hey, Judy Post, Kee-Ta
Quay Construction, LLC, Kim and Don Kane, Kish Valley Electric, LLC, Konhaus Marketing & Comm. LLC, Labor Specialties
Inc., Luciano’s Auto Body, Lynn Steel Sales, Inc., Marks Brothers Holdings, LLC, Marsha Fisher, Martin Oil Company, Mar-
tinsburg Pizza, Max Hetrick, McFarland Cascade, Mike Shawley, Monro Muffler/Brake & Service, mPower Innovations, NAPA,
New Enterprise Rural Electric Co-op, Inc., New Pig Corporation, NISC, Ody & Wilson, PC, Office Suppliers, Olympia Sports,
Osmose Utilities Services, Inc., Park Furniture Store, Performance Electrical Products Inc., Pine Bottom Aviation Services
LLC, Pines Welding Inc., Power Services, Inc., PREA, Price Motor Sales, ProArc Mechanical LLC, Reed, Wertz & Roadman,
Inc., Rikki Moyer, Ritchey's Dairy, Inc., Rosati Sales, Inc., Runk’s Diggin, Haulin, Drillin, Pump Svc., Season-Aire, Inc., Sheetz,
Sheetz Bros. Coffee Truck, Starr & Associates Realty/Toni Hetrick, State College Spikes, Stevens Carpet One, Stock’s Dairy
Farm, Strickler's Ice, Bottled Water, & Cold Beer, Stuckey Ford, Sweethearts Confectionery, Terri Cohenour, The Daily News,
Todd Ross, Top's Diner & Catering, Tractor Supply Company, Transformer Maintenance & Service Inc., Travis Kuhstos, Tulpe-
hocken Mountain Spring Water, Tyi McCartney, UPMC Health Plan, Walmart - East Freedom, Walmart - Huntingdon, Wesco
Distribution, Inc., Woody's Bar B-Q, Yocum's Monuments.
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