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(ONNECTION
Being Part of Our Community

THOUGH THERE ARE MANY GREAT benefits to being part of your electric
cooperative, the one item that sticks out to me most is being here in the
community.

As time goes by, we are seeing many companies close their local offic-
es and merge them into a larger corporate office somewhere else in the
state or even in a different state or country. They are usually in a bigger

city, and if you have an issue or just a simple question, you usually are
‘ ' either talking to a machine or a person who has no idea where you live.
They do these things because it increases the profit to their shareholders
by cutting expenses, but they are missing a key element — community.

When you talk to someone at Valley Rural Electric Cooperative (REC), they live in the
same community you do and understand the issues we are facing, whether it is a storm or
hard times due to something that happened in our area. We see both the joys and struggles
because we are facing them with you.

If you follow our Penn Lines pages, browse our website or attend our meetings, you may
have noticed we always talk about the seven cooperative principles we follow. I would like
to talk to you today about the seventh principle — “concern for community”’

Valley REC is rooted in the communities we serve and committed to making sure we
focus all our resources to make our community a better place to work and live. I would
like to highlight some of the programs and offerings available to our membership to
promote living in Central Pennsylvania.

Each year, we have the privilege of presenting 15 seniors from our local school districts
with $1,000 Brighter Future scholarships. On top of that, we awarded 16 students from vari-
ous schools $750 scholarships from our Youth Tour program. Each of these programs helps
alleviate some of the financial burden students face when looking to further their education.

Our award-winning Community Service Grant program is available to all our members to
help with unexpected events or to give that community organization a little financial help in
buying something for their community. Any member who has fallen on difficult times due to
amedical condition, financial loss or some other hardship can apply for financial assistance to
help offset their electric bill. Community organizations can also apply for money to help pay
for those needed items that may be just out of their budget. One of the main stipulations to
receive this money is that it must be used to help members of the cooperative. This past year,
we distributed more than $100,000 to our members to help them through difficult times.

A program I am also very proud of is our charity golf outing we hold each year to benefit
local families battling serious medical issues. This year alone, we raised more than $60,000
to help three families, and it would not be possible without the generous support of our
community, donors, sponsors, employees, and our board of directors. It makes me proud
to say I am a part of this wonderful cooperative family.

With the end of summer approaching, we know the county fairs will be starting up, and
we will be at both the Huntingdon and Juniata county fairs. Please stop by our booth to
check out what is new or just to chat.

Concern for community is essential to who we are as a cooperative. We serve our
community not only by being an essential service, but also by helping to power our local
economy. Whether through economic development, volunteerism or donations to local
causes, we invest in the community because it's our home, too. Cooperatives bring good
people together to make good things happen in the community, and I know Valley REC
is making good things happen here at home. If you have any questions, comments or
suggestions, please feel free to contact me or the office. Thank you, and God bless. 2

RICH BAUER
PRESIDENT & CEO
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EMPLOYEES AND FRIENDS OF VALLEY
Rural Electric Cooperative (REC)
took to the golf course in June for

a tournament benefiting a local
youngster, a registered nurse and a
practical nurse.

Valley’s Annual Benefit Golf Outing
raised funds for local families facing
difficult medical problems and all the
challenges they bring. The cooperative
closed its corporate office and all three
district offices on Thursday, June 22,
as employees joined golfers and other
supporters at the Huntingdon Country
Club in support of Bentley Fulkroad
from Mifflin, Samantha Wilson from
Hesston, and Stephanie Anders from
Alexandria.

“Our benefit tournament brings
together golfers and sponsors from
across central Pennsylvania and
beyond each year for a good cause,’
says Valley REC President & CEO
Rich Bauer.

A committee comprised of em-
ployees from the co-op’s corporate
and district offices selects tourna-
ment beneficiaries each year and
plans the golf outing.

“Each year, I'm amazed by the
generosity of our sponsors, vendors,
golfers and community, as well as
the effort put forth by our employees
to make this tournament a success,’
Bauer says. “We want to thank our
longtime supporters and those new
to our event for, hopefully, creating
a good day on what has been a long
road for the beneficiaries and their
families”

The cooperative’s 12th annual golf
event raised more than $60,000. The
recipients will split the proceeds after
expenses. Valley’s golf outing has
raised nearly $345,000 to date.
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CONCERN FOR COMMUNITY: Golfers gather to start Valley REC's Annual Benefit Golf Outing

held at the Huntingdon Country Club.

“We understand the financial
impact these families can have,’
Bauer explains. “But today is about
much more than fundraising;
itis about giving the families a
memorable day and the camaraderie
of everyone coming together for a
great cause.’

This year’s recipients are:

Bentley Fulkroad

Bentley Fulkroad, son of Erica
and Jared Fulkroad, was born with
tricuspid valve dysplasia, a congenital
heart disease that cannot be cured.
He has had five open-heart surgeries
since birth.

On May 9, 2021, Bentley received
anew heart. His surgery lasted 14
hours, and doctors had to leave his
chest open for four days. His body
began rejecting the new heart, and
he must travel to Philadelphia often
for treatments. He takes 20 syringes of
medicine daily, which includes two
immunosuppressants he will have to
take for the rest of his life. There is still a
long road ahead for Bentley, but we are
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FIGHTING CHANCE: Bentley Fulkroad, one
of three beneficiaries of this year's Annual
Benefit Golf Outing, eats a snack while
awaiting treatment in Philadelphia.

praying he soon gets to enjoy the feeling
of anormal whole heart.

Samantha Wilson

Samantha Wilson lives with her
husband, Luke, and their 2-year-old
son. Samantha was diagnosed with
breast cancer in 2021, when she was
20 weeks pregnant.

She began weekly chemotherapy
treatments and delivered a healthy
baby boy five weeks premature in July
2021. She has blood pressure issues
related to a genetic condition known
as SDHD gene mutation. Samantha
has had an adrenalectomy, a liver



resection, multiple lymph node
resections, a double mastectomy,

and lymph node removal, as well as
daily chest wall radiation treatments,
a brain tumor removal, and gamma
knife radiation to her head. Samantha
graduated from Penn State University
and is a registered nurse.

CONQUERING CANCER: Samantha Wilson,
one of three beneficiaries of this year's Annual
Benefit Golf Outing, holds her now-two-year-
old son alongside her husband, Luke.

Stephanie Anders

Stephanie Anders graduated from
Juniata Valley High School and went
on to earn her license as a practical
nurse. She now works in the health
care industry. She also served as the
manager of the Alexandria American
Legion.

Stephanie was diagnosed with IgA

nephropathy, also known as Berger’s
disease, which caused stage 5 kidney
disease and cardiomyopathy. She
must wear an external defibrillator
24/7 and receive dialysis seven days
aweek until she receives a kidney
transplant. Currently, her heart is
not strong enough to undergo major
surgery. She continues to work full
time as an LPN at Penn Highlands
Hospital.

Golfing for a cause

Forty-eight teams registered for the
day-long, best-ball scramble. The first
flight hit the course at 8 a.m., while
the afternoon flight began at 1 p.m.
The winning team for the morning
flight was the Palmer Construction
team, comprised of Connie Barnett,
Duane Souders and Lisa Souders. The
afternoon flight-winning team was the
Marks Brothers team, represented by
Lantz Thompson, Luke Thompson,
Matt Young and Pat Goodman.

Players were able to purchase
“cheats” — such as an extra swing or
moving a ball a set distance closer to
the cup — as part of the fundraiser
event, which included a silent auction
and basket raffle of a wide variety of
donated items.

All Valley REC employees lend a
hand in lining up sponsorships and
donations or assist with tournament

MAKING A DIFFERENCE: Valley REC President & CEO
Rich Bauer poses with recipient Stephanie Anders,
center, and her mother, Gail Anders.

activities on the day of the event. Val-
ley REC's previous tournaments have
benefited a young girl with a brain
tumor, a boy with a rare hereditary
disorder, a cooperative lineworker,
two high school classmates battling
cancer, an adult who sustained
serious injuries in a car accident,
infants and toddlers with congenital
conditions, a high school senior with
a life-altering digestive disordet, and
a young man who was paralyzed in

a swimming accident. Valley REC
plans to host its next tournament in
June 2024. @

THAT'LL PLAY: Forty-eight teams play golf
at Huntingdon Country Club for Valley REC's
Annual Benefit Golf Outing.
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THANK YOU VREC ANNUAL BENEFIT GOLF OUTING SPONSORS AND DONORS!

PLATINUM

B&L Tree Service Inc.
Harmon Contracting, LLC
Penn Line Tree Service, Inc.
Power Line Supply
The Okonite Company

GOLD

EG Anderson, Inc.
Jason & Jennel Miller
Keller Engineers, Inc.
Palmer Construction Company, Inc.

Saxton Sportsmen Association & Youth

SILVER

Adams Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Altec Industries, Inc.

Base Camp Guns, LLC
Haverstock, Koenig & Associates,Inc.
SEMP Contracting LLC
The Tri-M Group LLC

Triage Staffing Solutions, Inc.
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BRONZE

Book Construction, LLC Gish Logging Morefield Communications, Inc.
CDS (Complete Document Solutions) Hubbell Power Systems Ody & Wilson, P.C.
D&D Electrical Sales, Inc. J.C. Metal Brokerage, LLC Penn Line Tree Service, Inc.
David M. Maines & Associates, Inc. LightStorm Security Sussex Rural Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Eaton Corporation Marks Brothers Holding, LLC United Utility Supply
Eden Valley Landscaping Mike Helsel Construction LLC UtilityEngineering, LLC
Fulton County Medical Center Miller’s Quality Recycling Versalift, LLC

CONTRIBUTORS

14D

ATouch of Ash Hair Studio, Ace Fix-It Hardware, Advance Auto Parts - Huntingdon, Advance Auto Parts - Roaring Spring, Alicia
Henchey and Gina Norris, Allensville Planing Mill, Altec Industries, Inc., Alternative Technologies Inc., Altoona Crane & Rigging,
Inc., Altoona Curve, American Legion Post 518 Orbisonia, Anonymous, Armond Run Outdoors, AutoZone, B&B Designed
Systems Inc., B. Fisher Creations, Backwoods Smoke Shack, Bange's Masonry, Bashlin Industries Inc., Bass Pro, Bickel's Surplus
Too, Bill Reed, Billy & Heather Ayers, Blair Bedford Dirt Drags, Bob Fogelsonger, Border Financial LLC, Brenneman's Meat
Market, Brook Thompson, Brooke Stonerook & Kathy Luprek, Brown & Walters Insurance Agency, Inc., Brubaker's Greenhouse
LLC, Brumbaugh Lumber LLC, Buffamante Whipple Buttafaro, P.C., Bumgardner & Flasher Oil, Inc., Burnt Cabins Grist Mill LLC,
Central Electric Cooperative, Inc., CFC, Checker's Grill, Cindy Bigelow, Cisney's Auto Parts, Claverack Rural Electric Cooperative,
Inc., CM Fuels Inc., Commissioner Jeff Thomas, Community State Bank of Orbisonia, Country Blossoms, Cove Beverage, Cove
Lumber, Creswell Advertising, D&S Shavings, LLC, DelGrosso's Amusement Park & Laguna Splash Water Park,, Domino's

Pizza Huntingdon, Double Tap Indoor Gun Range, Douglas Stern, Downtown Cookie Diehler, Duke Everhart, E.B. Endres Inc.,
Ed Strickler, EIm & Ruby Clothing Co., Elus Company, EPSCO, Excellence Opto, Inc., Faithful Friends Veterinary Care, Inc.,

Family Anderson Roadside Market, Fisher Auto Parts, Fisher's Party Central, Frederick's Meat Market, Frugal Fashionista, Furrer
Beverage Company, G&H Anderson Excavating LLC., Gary Huff, Dave Reynolds, Joe Wible, and Terry Peters, Gorsuch Excavation
& Property Services, Greg Henry, Grissinger's Auto LLC, Hair By Kendal, Hartslog Contracting, LLC, Henchey Cluckin' Farm,
Hillbilly's Jerky, Holiday Bowl - Huntingdon, Horvath Chemical & Supply, Hoss's/Marzoni's, Huntingdon Copy-Rite & The Banner
Zone, Huntingdon Country Club, Huntingdon Moose Lodge 223, J.M. Boswell's Pipes & Cigars, Jagged Edge LLC, Jason Fleck
Trucking LLC, Jethro's, Johnstown Tomahawks, Juniata Lumber & Supply Co., Inc., Keith's Excavation and Land Clearing LLC,
Keller's Country Store, Keystone Motorized Toy Store, Travis Kuhstos, Labor Specialties Inc., Lakes Septic, Lakeview Sheds &
Vinyl Products LLC, Laura Mowery, Lighthouse Hardware, Link Computer Corporation, Lisa Detwiler Counseling Services LLC,
Liz Morocco, Lori Neely, M&L Rosenberry Landscape Stone, Malagise & Associates, Inc., Malibu & Co, Mamie's Café and Bakery,
Martin Oil Company, Martin's Garden Center, Matt & Rachel Shoop, McCahan's Pharmacy, McCartney RV Repair LLC, McCoy's
Lawn & Garden, McFarland Cascade, McMullen Farms, Milky Way Restaurant, Morgan's Excavating LLC, Mount Moriah Lodge
No. 300, Mount Union Ace Hardware, Mountain Research, LLC, MultiComm Inc., NAPA Auto Parts - Minium Auto Parts LLC,
NAPA Duncansville, NAPA Auto Parts Huntingdon, New Brew Zoo, New Enterprise Rural Electric Co-op, Inc., New Enterprise
Stone & Lime Co., Inc., New Pig Corporation, Nittany Valley Land Clearing & Excavation LLC, Nolt's Furniture, Northwestern REC
and NRECA out Ollie's Bargain Outlet, Parks' Tax Service, PepsiCo, Pine Bottom Aviation Services LLC, Pineloft Landscape and
Garden Center, Pizza Star & Restaurant, Pizza Star || & Restaurant, Potter Creek Barrels, PA. Rural Electric Association, Pristows
Equipment/Huntingdon Bobcat, ProArc Mechanical LLC, PSECU, Queen City Fruit/Produce Beer Distributor, Raine to Roses
Boutique, Rebecka Lingenfelter, Red Beard Barber Shop, Reed, Wertz & Roadman, Inc., ReKlaimed Vines & Defiant Distillery,
Rich, Danielle, Todd, Ben, Ethan, Max, Liz and Robert Colton, Ron's RV Sales, Rosati Sales, Inc., Rosenberry-Brady Enterprises LLC,
Roundhouse Harley-Davidson, Route 333 Supplies, LLC, Runk’s Diggin’- Haulin’- Well Drillin’ & Pump Service, Russ Sharpless,
Ryan Dodson, S&L Williams Services LLC, Sandy Ridge Market, Sandy Ridge Express & A&W, Saxton Market, Saxton Outdoor
Supply, Inc., Scotch Valley Country Club, Season-Aire, Inc., Secure-Tec, Inc., Seven Mountains Media, Shade Gap Farm Supply,
Shade Gap Sportsman's Club, Shear Happiness Salon, Sheetz, Small Town Pizza, Small Town Scents, Somerset Rural Electric
Cooperative, Inc., Spring Creek Diner LLC, Stenger & Associates Inc., Stephen Bruno, Stewart Concreting, Stock's Dairy Farm,
Strickler's Ice, Bottled Water & Cold Beer, Stuckey Automotive, Tame Your Mane, Taylor Whitsel, Terri Brumbaugh & Jamie Jones,
The Farmer's Daughter Bakery, The Hidd'n Valley Restaurant, The Original Italian Pizza Route 22, Thee Store, Tinman Body Shop
Inc., Todd Ross & Mike Lansberry, Tractor Supply, Traditions Restaurant and Bakery, Transformer Maintenance & Service Inc.,
Tulpehocken Mountain Spring Water, Turkey Duster Game Calls, Tyquila Sisters Mobile Bar, United Electric Cooperative, Inc.,
UPMC Health Plan, UTV International, Vaughn's Flowers & Gifts, VREC Martinsburg District Office, Walker's Homestead Goods,
Walls Farm, Walmart, Walters Well Drilling LLC, Waterfall Feed & Supply LLC, Water's Edge Restaurant & Tavern, Wesco, West
Central Equipment, LLC, White Jenkins Johnson Insurance LLC, William and Wanda Ayers, Woody's Bar-B-Q, Yerty Auto Service
& Parts, Inc., Zelanko Tree Service
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