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Guest Column

FANS OF the early episodes of Satur-
day Night Live will remember actor and
comedian Dan Akroyd in his recurring
role as a huckster of far-fetched electric
appliances on the television comedy. In
perhaps his most memorable bit,
Akroyd, decked out in a garish mid-
1970s plaid suit, pitched the “Bass-o-
matic” so successful anglers could “use
the whole bass.”

If you're not familiar with the skit,
the product Akroyd was hawking
looked an awful lot like a regular
blender, the comedic spin being that
you dropped a whole fish into it to
chop crappies or puree perch and save
time in the kitchen.

Fish in a food processor, thankfully,
never caught on. But the idea was good
for a laugh, particularly when the info-
mercial featured a “satisfied customer”
slurping some slurry and exclaiming,
“That’s good bass!” As offbeat as it
was, the skit foretold something about
electric appliances and tools: New and
exciting ones would keep coming on
the market.

Keith Dennis, an energy industry
expert and president of the Beneficial
Electrification League, says that just
a few years ago new electric products
making their way to market were
limited to scooters, push lawn mowers,
leaf blowers and vehicles. Today,
the number of electric products is
exploding.

“There are electric bikes, school
buses, pressure washers, utility terrain
vehicles, backhoes — even airplanes
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Electric tools and appliances
continue to amaze

By Doug Roles, Vice President of Member Services

and boats,” he says. “With the expan-
sion of batteries and advancements in
technology, we are seeing almost any-
thing that burns gasoline or diesel as
having an electric replacement available
on the market.”

Hand-held tools with plug-in
batteries can now hold a charge
longer and offer the user the same
versatility and similar functionality as
gas-powered tools. National brands,
such as Makita, Ryobi and Milwaukee,
offer powerful and dependable
cordless versions of their most popular
products like drills, saws, sanders and
other tools. And consumers can now
purchase a wider array of specialty tools
that plug in, such as power inverters,
air inflaters and battery chargers.

The environmental performance
of electric devices will improve over
time since electricity is becoming
even cleaner. And electric equipment
also requires less maintenance — just
keep it charged. Electric equipment is
quieter, too, so if you want to listen to
music or your favorite podcast while
performing outdoor work, you can.
That’s not possible with gas-powered
equipment.

Something exciting on the horizon
is the small autonomous electric lawn
mower, which is similar to the robotic
vacuum cleaner. They’re quiet and have
an 8-inch cutting width. Dan Akroyd
might say they “slice, dice and chop”
your grass while you relax. I wonder
if they’d double as a salad shooter or
maybe a cabbage shredder? &
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We're hunting high and low to return capital
credits to these former co-op members

CATHY A AMICK, PO BOX 42, EAST
FREEDOM, PA 16637

CARL ANDERSON, 23228 PLEASANT
HILL RD, BURNT CABINS, PA
17215

DONALD L BAKER, 148 E HIGH ST,
APT 301, ELIZABETHTOWN, PA
17022

MICHAEL A BANIS, RR 3, BOX 155A,
HUNTINGDON, PA 16652

ERNEST C BARTON, 203 PYLE DR,
MCCONNELLSBURG, PA 17233

SARAH M BEERS, 1530 MIFFLIN ST,
APT 1, HUNTINGDON, PA 16652

WILLIAM D BEHEL JR, 1005 BERRY
RIDGE RD, EAST WATERFORD, PA
17021

DONALD R BIDDLE, 711
BLANCHARD ST, BELLEFONTE,
PA 16823

JAMES F BINGMAN, 824 ROOSEVELT
TRL, PMB 156, WINDHAM, ME
04062

FRANKLIN M BOWMAN, 15349
HARMONY CHURCH RD,
HUNTINGDON, PA 16652

CHELSEA BOWSMAN, 181 HILLSIDE
DR, MIFFLIN, PA 17058

TIMOTHY M BRENNAN, 501
PALMETTO DR, VENICE, FL 34293

BEVERLY A BRIDGES, 2076 LOCUST
HOLLOW RD, CLAYSBURG, PA
16625

DONALD G BROSE, 14022 BONAIR
RD, GLEN ROCK, PA 17327

CHARLES S BURFORD, 523
CANTERBERRY DR, ALTOONA,
PA 16602

JOHN N BUSH, 210 JUNE DR, APT
348, ROARING SPRING, PA 16673

CYNTHIA F CALLIPARE, 4521
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checks were undeliverable.

appreciated.

EVERGREEN DR, JEANNETTE, PA
15644

KAREN J CAMPBELL, 3325 COLD
SPRINGS RD, HUNTINGDON, PA
16652

REBECCA CHILCOTE, 15723 SMITH
VALLEY RD, MAPLETON DEPOT,
PA 17052

GEORGE E CHRISTOFF, PO BOX 191,
ORBISONIA, PA 17243

EARL C CLAAR, 1416 BUTTERMILK
HOLLOW RD, CLAYSBURG, PA
16625

CLAIR R MILLER INC, 8791
WATERFALL RD, HUSTONTOWN,
PA 17229

PAUL M CLARK, 1501 11TH AVE, APT
711, ALTOONA, PA 16601

GROVER C CRAMER, 911 GREEN
AVE, APT 707, ALTOONA, PA 16601

VERA A CRISWELL, 15349 HARMONY
CHURCH RD, HUNTINGDON, PA
16652

DONALD A DELLA, 412 2ND ST,
CRESSON, PA 16630

ROBIN L DEWALD, 210 N 8TH AVE,
ALTOONA, PA 16601

DOYLE L DICK, 109 HEUSTON RD,
ROARING SPRING, PA 16673

MICHAEL J DILLENBURG, PO BOX
176, ONANCOCK, VA 23417

JOHN E DILLING ESTATE, 201 W
JULIAN ST, MARTINSBURG, PA
16662

TRACEY D DIXON, 102 S 2ND ST,
APT B, NEWPORT, PA 17074

ROGER S DODSON, 4309
BRYNWOOD DR, NAPLES, FL
34119

JOHN E DONELSON, 11933
TROUGH CREEK VALLEY PIKE,
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Late last year, more than $2.7 million in capital credits refunds were
distributed to eligible members and former members of the co-op.

Since that time, more than 100 of those checks have been returned by
the post office because of incorrect address information.

We are making every effort to return this money to its rightful owners.

Listed on the following pages are the names of consumers whose

If you recognize a name and can provide an up-to-date address (or infor-
mation about the executor of the estate or nearest relative, if the member
is deceased), please call us at 814-643-2650 or toll-free 800-432-0680.

You can also write to the Capital Credits Department, Valley REC,

PO. Box 477, Huntingdon, PA 16652-0477. Your cooperation is greatly

HUNTINGDON, PA 16652

SHERRILL P EDWARDS, 230 W
AVONDALE RD, WEST GROVE, PA
19390

HAROLD D ESHELMAN, 178 BROOK-
WOOD DR, ALTOONA, PA 16601

JAMES C FAITH, PO BOX 123,
BLANDBURG, PA 16619

LUCRETIA FEATHERS, 109 SAGE DR,
ROARING SPRING, PA 16673

TAMMY L FEATHERS, 311 BEAMER
DR, DUNCANSVILLE, PA 16635

DONALD FILBY, 2400 S OCEAN DR,
FORT PIERCE, FL 34949

DAWN K FINK, 370 W PITT ST,
BEDFORD, PA 15522

LEON FISHER, 102 LINCOLN WAY W,
APT F, MCCONNELLSBURG, PA
17233

ROBERT E FOCHT, 717 HARDING DR,
ELIZABETHTOWN, PA 17022

RONALD E FOOR, 100
BLATTENBERGER ST, APT 5,
MARTINSBURG, PA 16662

ROBERT P FOUST, 2085 WAYNE RD,
APT 131, CHAMBERSBURG, PA
17202

JOHN L FRANCIS JR, 1317 1/2 W
CHESTER PIKE, WEST CHESTER,
PA 19382

RALPH FRANTZ, 1122 HOFFER RD,
ANNVILLE, PA 17003

ELIZABETH GAMBLE, 5380
MCCOYSVILLE RD, MIFFLIN, PA
17058

FRED GILL, 12416 DOWNEY
CROSSING RD, CARTERVILLE, IL
62918

KATHLEEN GLASS, 115 MONARCH
DR, DUNCANSVILLE, PA 16635

ARTHUR E GODDARD, 561



CONESTOGA DR, COATESVILLE,
PA 19320

MIKE GROVE, 1463 COOPER MTN
RD, JAMES CREEK, PA 16657

BARBARA B GRUBB, 610 JUNIATA
AVE, TRLR 4, HUNTINGDON, PA
16652

FRED L HALTEMAN, 19062
TROUGH CREEK VALLEY PIKE,
MAPLETON DEPOT, PA 17052

ANGELA HATCH, 110 HARTMAN
VLG, MOUNT UNION, PA 17066

RICHARD D HESS, 19226 HESS DR,
BROAD TOP, PA 16621

ELEANOR M HOCKENBERRY, 14931
ROUTE 235, BEAVER SPRINGS, PA
17812

NORMAN R HOCKENBERRY, 1864
MCKINLEY RD, MIFFLIN, PA 17058

DUSTIN HORNBAKE, 13588
DUNNINGS HWY, APT 103,
CLAYSBURG, PA 16625

TODD B HUSTON, 17723 SARAH DR,
SAXTON, PA 16678

VERNA G IMLER, PO BOX 322
MARTINSBURG, PA 16662

PATRICIA M JOHNSON, PO BOX
24051, OMAHA, NE 68124

GLORIA K KALINOWSKI, 308 30TH
ST, HUNTINGDON, PA 16652

MARY M KENNEDY, 404 MINES LN,
WILLIAMSBURG, PA 16693

ALAN LKEPHART, 215 E VALLEY
POINT LN, APT C-203
CLAYSBURG, PA 16625

THOMAS C LANDIS, 4833
MAGNOLIA LAKE DR, NO. 54-401,
MYRTLE BEACH, SC 29577

WILLIAM R LEACH, 254B NORTH
6TH STREET, PORT ROYAL, PA
17082

DOROTHY I LOCKE, 22612
PLEASANT HILL RD, BURNT
CABINS, PA 17215

ROBERT W MACDONALD JR, PO
BOX 314, MCCONNELLSBURG, PA
17233

SAMUEL E MAST, 6913 STATE
ROUTE 241, MILLERSBURG, OH
44654

HARRY MATZ, 11 SHADY LN,
POTTSVILLE, PA 17901

MELISSA A MILLER, 4706 PLEASANT
RIDGE RD, NEEDMORE, PA 17238

ROBERT J MILLS, 19011 BECK RD,
NORTHVILLE, MI 48168

BYRON E MOCK, 111 ALBRIGHT LN,
MARTINSBURG, PA 16662

BARBARA E MORRIS, 10242
SANDERS DR, HUNTINGDON, PA
16652

GARY L MYERS, 1678 MCCOYSVILLE
RD, HONEY GROVE, PA 17035

JANET E NOBLIT, 7645 BUD MORRIS
RD, WAKE FOREST, NC 27587

LARRY OVER, 2146 LOWER CLOVER
CREEK RD, WILLIAMSBURG, PA
16693

RAMONA A PADEN, PO BOX 187,
THREE SPRINGS, PA 17264

GLENN K PARKS, 116 ADELE AVE,
MANHEIM, PA 17545

SHANNON D PHELPS, 3147
LEATHERWOOD RD, BEDFORD,
IN 47421

RANDY G REEDER, 114 GRANT CIR,
BELLEFONTE, PA 16823

CHARLES H REINERT, 12 RANDOM
RD, DOUGLASSVILLE, PA 19518

KEITH W SALEME, PO BOX 193,
EAST FREEDOM, PA 16637

CARL J SCHELLHAMMER, 61 VOGEL
ST, JOHNSTOWN, PA 15902

SHADEE NOOK CAMP, 1311 OLDE
SAYBROOK RD, LANCASTER, PA
17601

LINDA D SHIRES, 6362 TIPPLING
HOUSE LN, HUNTINGDON, PA
16652

WESLEY SHRINER, 166 HEUSTON
RD, ROARING SPRING, PA 16673

DOLORES SIMS, 14235 CHRISTOFF
AVE, MOUNT UNION, PA 17066

GEORGE A SMITH, 28 N 23RD ST,

ALLEY RURALY

CAMP HILL, PA 17011

HERBERT L SMITH, 55 CARRIAGE
HOUSE LN, REEDSVILLE, PA
17084

BRIAN STAIR, 13588 DUNNINGS
HWY, APT 202, CLAYSBURG, PA
16625

WILLIAM C STELL, 225 HEUSTON
RD, ROARING SPRING, PA 16673

HERMAN STRAIT, 7282 PLEASANT
RIDGE RD, HARRISONVILLE, PA
17228

ANDREW G STRINGER, 105 KNEPP
AVE, LEWISTOWN, PA 17044

HAROLD S TIPTON, 174
COMMUNITY PARK RD,
CLAYSBURG, PA 16625

JEFF W TRESSLER, 6084 TUSCARORA
DR, HUNTINGDON, PA 16652

STANLEY R WALL, 110 LORINDA LN,
BELLEFONTE, PA 16823

ROBERT E WEAVER, 1380
MAINSVILLE RD,
SHIPPENSBURG, PA 17257

DONALD V WEEZEL, 1290 GULF
BLVD, APT 1408, CLEARWATER,
FL 33767

JOHN A WEIDMAN, 1009-A MARVIN
AVE, LEBANON, PA 17042

GARY J WERTZ, 1632 PEBBLE
BROOK LN, HARRISBURG, PA
17110

EDWARD C WHARTON, 11451
ELLSWORTH ST, MOUNT UNION,
PA 17066

NANCY L WILLS, 200 RACHEL DR,
RM 304, BELLEFONTE, PA 16823

JACK V WILSON, PO BOX 76,
PETERSBURG, PA 16669

WIRELESS INTERNETWORK LLC, 1
W 34TH ST, STE 501, NEW YORK,
NY 10001

CHRISTOPHER WOLCOTT, 399
GREEN AVE EXT, LEWISTOWN,
PA 17044

DONALD J YINGST, 80 BROOKLANE
CT, ELIZABETHTOWN, PA 17022

- Electrical service upgrades and repairs

ENERGY SERVIGES

Offered by ’ Valley Rural Electric

Cooperative, Inc.
A T Erengy® Coopermive 1

- Lighting and LED upgrades

- Emergency back-up power

- Water heater installation

- Prompt & free quotes

- Emergency call-out available

We specialize in small projects in a hurry

Call us toll free: 800-432-0680
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SmartHub now provides DRU control period alerts

By Doug Roles
Vice President of Member Services

VALLEY Rural Electric Cooperative (REC) members who participate in the co-op’s load-shed-
ding demand response program now have another way to know when their demand response
unit (DRU) is shutting off power to water heaters or HVAC equipment. This spring, Valley REC
began offering control period alerts through SmartHub, the electronic account management
platform many members use to pay bills and receive outage notifications.

“Very often, members signing up for the demand response program ask how they can
know when their demand response unit is controlling,” says Travis Kuhstos, manager of o e -
Valley’s demand response program. “It used to be that members had to check their DRUs T -
to see if the yellow control light was on or follow us on Facebook for our alerts on social
media. Now, members can automatically receive that information, if it is something they
want to know.”

Program participants who opt in to the alerts through SmartHub (see directions at right)

Download the SmartHub app to

will receive an email or text message at the start of control periods. The alerts state the
timeframe of the control period and remind members to use hot water accordingly.

Participating in the demand response program is the No. 1 thing members can do to help
stabilize the co-op’s future wholesale power costs. Coordinated by Allegheny Electric Coop-
ertative, Inc., in Harrisburg, Valley’s generation and transmission co-op, the demand response
program reduces load at times of peak demand, when electricity is most expensive.

Valley’s participants receive a one-time $100 bill credit and qualify for rebates on the pur-
chase of water heaters. Nearly 6,000 Valley members are on the program.

“Many of our program participants don’t pay attention to control periods because the
program largely does not inconvenience members,” Kuhstos adds. “But if they want the
information, it is now available to them in another way, through email, text or SMS instant

messages on their phone or mobile device.”

For more information, call 800-432-0680 or email memberservices@valleyrec.com. &

your mobile device or go to
valleyrec.com

In the app, go to “Settings,’ click
on “Manage Notifications” and
select “On Demand”

On valleyrec.com, click on “View
& Pay Bill;” log into SmartHub and
then select “Notifications.” Under
the “Manage Notifications” tab,
select “On Demand”

Valley REC improves system reliability in Fulton County

VALLEY REC completed improvement
work in Fulton County in April that
will improve system reliability for
members served by the co-op’s Har-
risonville, Route 30 and Clear Ridge
substations. During an outage, the
co-op now has a greater ability to
reroute power between substations in
that portion of the distribution system.

The project necessitated two planned
outages. Offsetting that inconvenience,
though, is the decreased likelihood
members will experience long-duration
outages in the future.

“It’s definitely going to increase
reliability,” says Brandon Clemens,
Shade Gap district manager. “We can
backfeed both directions now.”

The three substations are situated
roughly in a north-south line along
Routes 475 and 655. While Penelec
provides power to the Clear Ridge
substation, West Penn Power serves
the Route 30 substation, which in turn
supplies the Harrisonville facility.
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Valley’s crews placed breakers
near the Clear Ridge substation and
installed poles and regulators just
north of the Route 30 substation.
Crews then energized a 13,200-volt
line between the Clear Ridge and
Route 30 facilities.

The co-op’s system already had
backfeed capability from its Three
Springs substation in southern
Huntingdon County to the Clear Ridge
substation. Now, the system boasts
the ability to reroute power from
Harrisonville/Route 30 back to Clear
Ridge.

Valley REC’s project preceded a
planned day-long loss of West Penn
Power service to the Route 30 substa-
tion in late April. Prior to Valley’s sys-
tem improvement, loss of West Penn
service to the substation would have
left co-op members without power for
the duration of the maintenance.

“Previously, we would have been
dead in the water,” Clemens says.
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“Now, what would have been an all-
day substation outage for Valley mem-
bers should be very minimal.” &

IMPROVING RELIABILITY: Valley REC line-
workers make improvements to the Clear Ridge
substation in Fulton County.

PHOTO BY TODD ROSS



