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Changes for August
AT T H E  CO O P E R AT I V E , AT T H E  CO O P E R AT I V E , we have been monitoring the cost of 
wholesale power on the open market very closely because 
approximately 33% of the power we need comes from there. 
The other 67% comes from generation sources we own, 
which are normally very cost-stable.

Unfortunately, both have increased dramatically, and in 
turn, our costs have increased significantly.

So far, 2025 has been one of the worst overall years 
relating to the power industry. This past winter saw drastic 
cold spells in January, which set record peak usage across 

the region. Once spring came, every rainstorm seemed like a monsoon 
with damaging winds that exceeded 50 mph. Just once, I wanted to see a 
nice soaking rainstorm without the high winds. Then, in late June and July, 
temperatures soared into the 100-degree range, and the mid-Atlantic region 
saw peak-demand usage it hadn’t seen since 2011. 

All these factors caused open-market rates to increase. Meanwhile, capacity 
markets saw rates that were 10 times higher than expected. Usually, this doesn’t 
have a major impact because we try to lock in our rates to level out these 
unforeseen peaks. What wasn’t expected was that one of our turbines at the 
Susquehanna Steam Electric Station in Luzerne County needed to be taken out 
of service for more than a month for maintenance issues. With this unit down, 
our collective of cooperatives — 14 in Pennsylvania and New Jersey — had to 
replace that owned generation with market-based generation. Add all of these 
things together and we had the perfect storm.

After looking at our rate design, it was decided that we needed to make a 
slight change to offset these additional costs. Starting with your August usage 
and September bill, you will see a 1 cent/kWh increase in your usage. This de-
cision was not an easy one to make, knowing that the cost of almost everything 
else in our lives has increased. In fact, the cooperative has worked very hard 
over the last few years to find ways to absorb the rising costs of fuel, materials 
and maintenance on our system, but the increases finally overtook income.

The all-in energy charge will rise from 11.45 cents to 12.45 cents — again, an 
increase of 1 cent/kWh. What does this mean for you, our members? Currently, 
our average residential member uses 890 kWh/month, so their all-in bill will go 
from $131.91 to $140.81, an increase of $8.90, or 6.7%.

We have compared our residential rates with those of our neighboring utility, 
and I am happy to say our rates will still be 40% lower than those of their con-
sumers who use the same amount of kWhs — and we will still have one of the 
lowest rates in the entire state.

There is never a good time to announce a rate increase, but with everything 
going on in the world today, we will continue to monitor the situation. We will 
also continue to work hard to keep our rates as affordable as possible while still 
providing the same safe and reliable service our members expect.

Thank you for being a member of Valley Rural Electric Cooperative, and if you 
have any questions, please feel free to contact me any time. God bless. 

RICH BAUER 
PRESIDENT & CEO

RICH BAUER
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Co-op’s Annual Golf Tournament Benefits Five Families 
DO U G RO LE S , VICE PRESIDENT, MEMBER SERVICES

GOLFERS, SPONSORS AND A VARIETY GOLFERS, SPONSORS AND A VARIETY 

of donors came together to lend 
a hand to five area families with 
members facing serious medical 
conditions. Valley Rural Electric 
Cooperative’s (REC) 2025 Benefit Golf 
Outing, held June 19 at Huntingdon 
Country Club, raised more than 
$75,000 to assist three infants, a 
teenager and an elementary school 
teacher.

Each January, a committee 
of employees from the co-op’s 
corporate and district offices selects 
tournament beneficiaries and 
begins to plan the event. The co-op 
then closes all four of its locations 
on tournament day in June so the 
employee team can support the 
fundraiser, which includes a silent 
auction and raffles.

“This tournament truly is a special 
day for the co-op employee family 
and our beneficiary families,” Valley 
REC President & CEO Rich Bauer 
says. “Seeing so many people come 

together to ease the burden of others 
is incredible. We are so thankful for 
everyone who supported this year’s 
event.”

Beneficiaries
Jett Ickes was born in November 

almost three months premature and 

has required a breathing tube since 
birth. He spent his first months of life in 
a neonatal intensive care unit battling 
infections. Despite his rough start, he 
has tripled in size. His parents, Jared 
and Madyson Ickes of Altoona, are 
hopeful about his progress.

Blake Reed is the son of Aaron 

ON THE GREEN:ON THE GREEN: From left, Valley Rural Electric Cooperative employees 
Logan Booher, Jason Wilson and Matt Fish watch co-worker Wilmer 
Bucher’s putt at the co-op’s 2025 Benefit Golf Outing on June 19. 
This year’s event benefited three area infants, a teenager and an 
elementary school teacher who are facing serious health challenges.

FAMILY SUPPORT:FAMILY SUPPORT: Valley Rural Electric Cooperative President & CEO Rich Bauer, right, had 
the opportunity to speak with Madyson and Jared Ickes of Altoona during the co-op’s benefit 
golf tournament. The Ickes’ infant son, Jett, is one of the beneficiaries of the 2025 event.
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the co-op’s golf outings have raised 
approximately $490,000.

Fifty-two teams registered for the 
2025 day-long best-ball scramble. 
The first flight hit the course at 8 a.m. 
while the afternoon flight began at  
1 p.m. Players were able to purchase 
“cheats,” such as an extra swing, a 
move to a closer tee or movement of 
a ball closer to the cup.

Valley REC’s previous tournaments 
have benefited a young girl with 
a brain tumor; a boy with a rare 
hereditary disorder; a cooperative 
lineworker; two high school class-
mates battling cancer; an adult 
seriously injured in a car accident; 
infants and toddlers with congenital 
conditions; a high school senior with 
a life-altering digestive disorder; and 
a young man who was paralyzed in a 
swimming accident. 

and Cierra Reed of Duncansville. 
He was born in October with Down 
syndrome and several heart defects 
requiring surgery. He also requires 
tubes for feeding and medicine. He’s 
had lengthy hospital stays, but he is 
currently home.

Theodore Joseph Hess-Garcia, 
is the 1-year-old son of Collin of 
Waterfall. Theo was born with an 
airway disorder that requires him to 
use a ventilator and a feeding tube. 
He has a brain condition that led to 
epilepsy.

Dalana Snyder, 18, is a 2025 
graduate of Mount Union Area 
High School. She is the daughter of 
Dale Hamman and Robin Snyder 
of McVeytown. In April 2024, 
she was diagnosed with acute 
myeloid leukemia after bleeding 
complications from tonsil/adenoid 
surgery. Dalana developed multiple 

WINNING TEAMS:WINNING TEAMS: The Frontline Utility Sales team, left, and Team Okonite celebrate victory in the morning and afternoon flights, respectively. 
Frontline team members are, from left: Shawn Shadle, Dan Burfield, Matt Kishbach and Phil McCool. Frontline provides durable equipment, 
tools and personal protective gear to utilities in Pennsylvania and surrounding states. Okonite team members are, from left: Jim Armstrong, 
Frank Bowman, Valley Rural Electric Cooperative (REC) President & CEO Rich Bauer and Valley REC employee Ethan DeVore. Headquartered in 
Ramsey, N.J., Okonite is a manufacturer of high-voltage cable.

BENEFICIARIES:BENEFICIARIES: Above, left: Brad Rouser, right, founder of the Matt Baker Cancer Fund, speaks with golf tournament beneficiary Dalana 
Snyder, center, her parents — Robin Snyder and Dale Hamman — and family friend Adreonna Miller at Huntingdon Country Club. The Matt 
Baker Cancer Fund provides gas cards to cancer patients and is a platinum sponsor of the co-op’s 2025 golf tournament. Above, right: Crissy 
Kyle, of Huntingdon, left, meets Cierra Reed and her infant son, Blake, during the cooperative’s golf outing. Crissy and Blake are among the 
beneficiaries of this year’s fundraiser. 

infections through her first four 
rounds of chemo, but the cancer 
is now in remission. She plans to 
pursue a registered nursing degree 
and eventually work in pediatrics.

Crissy Kyle and her husband, 
Andy, of Huntingdon are the parents 
of two young children. Crissy was 
diagnosed with breast cancer in late 
2024. She had surgery early this year 
and has been undergoing treatment. 
Crissy is fondly known as “Mrs. Kyle” 
by her students at Standing Stone 
Elementary School.

“It’s more than I imagined,” Crissy 
said of the scope of Valley REC’s tour-
nament while visiting the country 
club. “I’m just really appreciative.”

Valley REC’s Health and Wellness 
Committee organized its first benefit 
golf tournament in 2012. Through 
the generous support of a wide 
range of businesses and individuals, 
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THANK YOU VREC ANNUAL GOLF OUTING SUPPORTERS!

PLATINUM
Adams Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Asplundh Tree Expert LLC
B&L Tree Service Inc.

Matt Baker Cancer Fund
The Okonite Company

Penn Line Tree Service, Inc.
United Utility Supply

GOLD
Jason & Jennel Miller

SILVER
Linemen’s Supply Inc.

Northwestern REC
Saxton Sportsmen Association & 

Saxton Sportsmen Youth
Stuckey Automotive, Inc.
Sugar Hill Construction

The Tri-M Group LLC

BRONZE
Book Construction LLC
Creative Pultrusions Inc.

David M. Maines &  
Associates, Inc.

Eaton Corporation
Eden Valley Landscaping

EG Anderson, Inc.
Frontline Utility Sales

Harmon Contracting, LLC
Hubbell Utility Solutions

Irby Utilities
Morefield Communications Inc.

Pennsylvania Networks, Inc.
SEMP Contracting LLC
Utility Engineering LLC

UTV International
Wesco/Anixter

CONTRIBUTORS
A Pinch of Beauty Aesthetics, Ace fix-it Hardware - Huntingdon, Ace fix-it Hardware - Mt. Union, Advance Auto Parts - 
Huntingdon, All In Self Storage LLC, All Things Automotive Inc, Allensville Planing Mill, Altec Industries, Inc., Alternative 
Technologies Inc., Alto Market, Altoona Curve, American Tool and Supply, Armond Run Outdoors, Ashman’s Cozy Nest, 
Team Aumiller, AutoZone - Huntingdon, AutoZone - Roaring Springs, William and Wanda Ayers, B&B Designed Systems Inc., 
Backwoods Smoke Shack, Bange’s Masonry, Base Camp Guns, LLC, Bass Pro, Bedford County Beverage, Bickel’s Surplus Too, 
Cindy Bigelow, Blue Juniata Memorial VFW Post 5754, Brenneman’s Meat Market, Brown & Walters Insurance Agency, Inc., 
Brubaker’s Greenhouse LLC, Brumbaugh Capital of PA LLC, Brumbaugh Lumber LLC, Terri Brumbaugh, Buffamante Whipple 
Buttafaro, P.C., Bumgardner & Flasher Oil, Inc., Burnt Cabins Grist Mill LLC, Carl LaRue, Cassville Country Store Inc., CDS 
(Complete Document Solutions), Central Electric Cooperative, Inc., Central PA Blinds N Designs LLC, Centre Communications, 
Inc., Cooperative Finance Corporation, Cisney’s Auto Parts, Claverack Rural Electric Cooperative, Inc., CM Fuels Inc., Community 
State Bank of Orbisonia, Coons Communications LLC, Cordell Construction, Cove Beverage, Cove Lumber, Creswell Advertising, 
Crull Mechanical LLC, DelGrosso’s Park & Laguna Splash, Pam DeVore, Dew Drop Inn, Team Diehl, Team Dodson, Domino’s Pizza, 
Dragon’s Den Pizza, Duke Everhart, Trevor Dubbs, E.B. Endres Inc., Elite Pony Party, Elus Company, Danielle Estep, Excellence 
Opto, Inc., First National Bank, Fisher Auto Parts, Fisher’s Party Central, Five Star PowerSports, Frederick’s Meat Market, Fritz 
Trucking, LLC, Frugal Fashionista, Fulton Electrical Services LLC, Fulton Tractor & Equipment Inc, G&H Anderson Excavating LLC, 
Team Garner, Gish Logging Inc, Grissinger’s Auto LLC, Guys Hardware, Inc., Hartslog Contracting, LLC, Greg Henry, Max Hetrick, 
Hillbilly’s Jerky, Holiday Bowl - Huntingdon, Hometown 1st Realty, Honey B’s Coffee Shop, Hoss’s/Marzoni’s, Team Huff, Team 
Huggler, Huntingdon Country Club, Huntingdon Moose Lodge 223, I&K Railing, J.M. Boswell’s Pipes & Cigars, Jagged Edge LLC, 
Jason Fleck Trucking LLC, JM Test Systems, LLC, John C. Yenter Associates, Inc., Johnstown Tomahawks, JP Mortgage Lending, 
Knepp’s Auto Detailing and Tint, Knobsville Florist, Kountry Kettle Restaurant & Catering, Team Kyle, Labor Specialties Inc., Lakes 
Septic Cleaning, Mike Lansberry, Leonard Fab N Customizin, Lighthouse Hardware, Lightstorm Security, Lincoln Caverns, Link 
Computer Corporation, Lisa Detwiler Counseling Services LLC, LJR Enterprises, Kathy Luprek, M&L Rosenberry Landscape, 
Malibu & Co, Mamie’s Café and Bakery, Martin Oil Company, Matt Baker Cancer Fund, McFarland Cascade/Stella Jones, Linda 
McMath, MEREDUC - A Meredith Schneider Co. LLC, Liz Morocco, Mount Moriah Lodge No. 300, NAPA Huntingdon Auto 
Parts, New Enterprise Rural Electric Cooperative, Inc., New Enterprise Stone & Lime Co., Inc., New Pig Corporation, National 
Information Solutions Cooperative, Nittany Valley Land Clearing & Excavation LLC, Nolt’s Furniture, Michael Haire, Ody & 
Wilson, PC, The Original Italian Pizza Route 22, Paul Orange, M.D., Orbisonia Hardware Inc, Palmer Construction Company, 
Inc., Parks’ Tax Service, Parsons Log Home Services LLC, Team Pawuk, Pine Bottom Aviation Services LLC, Pirate Charities, Pizza 
Star & Restaurant, Pizza Star II & Restaurant, PJ’s Trucking & Excavating LLC, Team Post, PREA, ProArc Mechanical LLC, Ramzee 
Couture, Red Beard Barber Shop, Reed, Wertz & Roadman, Inc., Riverside Greenhouse LLC, Rosati Sales, Inc., Rosenberry-Brady 
Enterprises LLC, Roundhouse Harley-Davidson, Runk’s Diggin’- Haulin’- Well Drillin’ & Pump Service, S&C Electric Company, 
S&S Car Store Inc, Sandy Ridge Market, Scale Computing, Scenic Valley Furniture, Secure-Tec, Inc., Brittany Sell, Team Sell, Seven 
Mountains Media, Shade Gap Farm Supply, Shade Gap Sportsmans Club, Team Sharpless, Sheetz, Small Town Pizza, Small Town 
Scents, Smith’s Barber Shop, Somerset Rural Electric Cooperative, Inc., Somerset Trust Company, Southern Partners, Spring Creek 
Diner LLC, Stains Total Cleanout, Standing Stone Post 1754 VFW, Dr. Douglas Stern, Stewart Concreting, Stock’s Dairy Farm, Team 
Strickler, Strickler’s Ice, Bottled Water, & Cold Beer, Sussex Rural Electric Cooperative, Inc., Tame Your Mane, Tastes of Home 
Bakery, Terri Brumbaugh & Jamie Jones, The FARM BBQ & Bakery, The Little Ice Creamer, Thee Store, Thrive Massage Therapy 
& Spa, Tinman Body Shop Inc., Tractor Supply, Transformer Maintenance & Service Inc., Clair Traxler, Turkey Duster Game Calls, 
Tyquila Sisters Mobile Bar, United Electric Cooperative, Inc., UPMC Health Plan, Vaughn’s Flowers & Gifts, VREC Huntingdon 
District Office, VREC Martinsburg District Office, VREC Shade Gap District Office, Wagner Calls, Walmart, Walters Well Drilling 
LLC, West Central Equipment, LLC, Joanne Whitsel, Whitsel’s Garage, Rich Wilson, Yerty Auto Service & Parts, Inc.
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