
Affordability: Our Commitment to You
I F  YO U ’ R E  L I K E  M A N Y FA M I L I E S  I F  YO U ’ R E  L I K E  M A N Y FA M I L I E S  and small businesses across our 
community, you’ve felt the pressure of rising costs over the past few years. 
Groceries cost more. Fuel costs more. And electricity — something none 
of us can do without — is taking up a larger share of household budgets.

At Valley Rural Electric Cooperative (REC), we understand that concern 
and take it seriously. Demand for electricity, driven largely by the rapid 
build out of data centers, continues to outpace the industry’s ability to 
supply it as older power plants shut down faster than new facilities can 
come online. As your electric cooperative, we have a responsibility to do 
everything we can to ensure your power is reliable and affordable.

This commitment is built into the cooperative model. Through partnerships with 
other cooperatives and our statewide organizations — the Pennsylvania Rural Electric 
Association (PREA) and Allegheny Electric Cooperative, Inc. (Allegheny) — we’ve been 
able to control costs and protect members from skyrocketing rates.

Through Allegheny, the 14 rural electric cooperatives in Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
own generation resources, including nuclear and hydroelectric facilities based right here 
in the Commonwealth. These facilities provide most of our electricity at stable, predictable 
costs and shield us from much of the energy market’s volatility. That stability is critical as 
the electric grid faces record demand and costs continue to climb.

Another key piece of affordability is managing when electricity is used. 
Through the Coordinated Load Management System, an innovative demand-response 

program developed by cooperatives in partnership with Allegheny, we work with consumer-
members who volunteer to shift their electric use away from peak periods. This, in turn, 
lowers the amount of expensive power that must be purchased on the open market.

Those savings flow directly back to our members, and it’s a practical example of 
cooperation among cooperatives: small actions, taken together, to produce real savings.

Affordability doesn’t end with managing costs; it also means returning value when 
expenses are lower than expected. Because electric cooperatives are not for profit, we 
have no incentive to collect more than is necessary to deliver safe, reliable electricity. Any 
margins remaining after covering operating costs are assigned to members as capital 
credits. As the cooperative’s financial position allows, those capital credits are retired and 
returned directly to members — either as bill credits or checks in December.

This represents a fundamental difference between cooperatives and investor-owned 
utilities. Instead of profits leaving the community to pay shareholders, margins stay here 
and are eventually returned to the people who paid them in the first place.

At the heart of all these efforts is the cooperative business model itself.
Electric cooperatives exist for one reason: to serve their members. Board members are 

elected from the community. Directors live where you live. Decisions are made locally, 
focused on safety, reliability and affordability — not on maximizing profits.

Through PREA and Allegheny, cooperatives also come together to share resources, 
expertise, and long-term planning. This model has delivered value for nearly 100 years and 
continues to prove itself in an increasingly complex energy landscape.

For co-ops, affordability is more than a buzzword; it means keeping the lights on without 
stretching the budgets of our friends, neighbors and families even further. While we can’t 
control every factor that affects energy costs, we can control how we plan, how we invest 
and how we work together.

That’s our commitment to you: thoughtful decisions, long-term planning and a 
cooperative approach that puts members first. 
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Annual Golf Tournament Benefits Area Families
DO U G RO LE S , VICE PRESIDENT, MEMBER SERVICES

VA L L E Y R U R A L VA L L E Y R U R A L Electric Cooperative’s 
(REC) employee team spent the 
day at the golf course June 25 to 
run the cooperative’s 2026 Benefit 
Golf Outing. This year’s event at the 
Huntingdon Country Club aided six 
area families facing serious medical 
conditions and raised approximately 
$90,000.

A committee of employees from 
the co-op’s corporate and district 
offices selects beneficiaries each 
year and begins planning the event 
in February. The co-op closes all 
four of its locations on tournament 
day so the entire employee team 
can support the fundraiser, which 
includes a silent auction and raffles.

“We hope this tournament is a 
bright day in the journey of these 
families who have faced so many 
challenges,” Valley REC President 
& CEO Rich Bauer says. “We are 
extremely grateful for the support 
of everyone involved with this 
tournament, our sponsors, donors 
and golfers who all joined together to 
ease the burden on these families.”

Valley REC’s Health and Wellness 
Committee organized its first benefit 
golf tournament in 2012. Through 
the generous support of a wide 

range of businesses and individuals, 
the co-op’s golf outings have raised 
approximately $568,000 to date.

Fifty-two teams registered for the 
day-long, best-ball scramble. The first 
flight hit the course at 8 a.m., while the 
afternoon flight began at 1 p.m. Players 
were able to purchase “cheats” — an 
extra swing, a move to a closer tee or 
the movement of a ball closer to the 
cup — as part of the fundraising effort.

Beneficiaries
The six beneficiaries of this year’s 

event included Abby Sholly, 5, who 

was diagnosed with leukemia in June 
2025. She has endured a bone marrow 
biopsy and blood transfusions and 
recently spent 20 days at a hospital in 
Hershey due to an infection. She is the 
daughter of Glenn and Sarah Sholly of 
Mill Creek.

Still grieving the sudden loss of 
her grandson Carter Wagner in 
July 2025, Sherry Honstine Miles 
and her husband, Wes, of Hesston 
learned that Sherry had esophageal 

TEED UP:TEED UP: From left, Valley Rural Electric Cooperative employees Chris Myers, Brandon Clemens 
and Seth Glover wait quietly as fellow employee Adam Atherton prepares to tee off at Huntingdon 
Country Club. The group was among those helping to raise funds for the co-op’s 2026 Benefit  
Golf Outing.

FOR A GOOD CAUSE:FOR A GOOD CAUSE: Golf tournament beneficiaries Sherry Honstine Miles, left, and Alyssa 
Starr, second from left, spend time together at the Huntingdon Country Club. They are joined 
by, from left, Tim Starr, Alyssa’s father; Alyssa’s children Ivy and Grayson; Alyssa’s nephew 
Daydrik Vasgar; and Missy Hetrick, Alyssa’s mother.

OUT FOR A STROLL:OUT FOR A STROLL: Valley Rural Electric 
Cooperative Executive Secretary Liz Morocco 
pushes Liam Hughes, 1, in his stroller during 
the co-op’s annual benefit golf tournament 
in June. Liam is one of  
the fundraiser’s six beneficiaries.
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cancer. A November surgery to 
remove part of her esophagus 
revealed complications with a blood 
vessel. After more testing, she had 
reconstructive surgery in December, 
and that surgery will be followed by 
chemotherapy.

Sherry says she has good insurance, 
but medical bills, travel expenses 
and missed workdays all add up. 
She was also a recipient of this year’s 
CHAMP fundraiser and a beneficiary 
of the Stone Creek Valley Lions Club’s 
Hootenanny music event.

“I’m a Valley member,” Sherry 
says. “I’ve seen information about 
the golf tournament before. I never 
in a million years thought I’d be a 
recipient. I’m humbled by all the 
support I’ve gotten.”

Alyssa Starr of Huntingdon is a 
devoted mother of two beautiful 
children, Grayson, 13, and Ivy, 4. 
On her 32nd birthday last August, 
she was diagnosed with Stage 4 
metastatic breast cancer, which has 
spread throughout her body. She is 
undergoing chemo and radiation 
treatments and has leaned on her 
strong faith in God through the ordeal.

Blake Grove, 4, of East Waterford 
loves to play outside. He enjoys 
trucks, cars and dinosaurs. Recently, 
he was diagnosed with three brain 
tumors. He had surgery in January to 

WINNING TEAMS:WINNING TEAMS: Team Brown, above, won the 
morning flight at Valley Rural Electric Cooperative’s 2026 
Benefit Golf Outing. Team members were, from left, 
Ryan DelBaggio, Tyler Brown, Kasey Kuhns and Brandon 
Brown. Team Strickler, below, won the afternoon flight. Its 
members were, from left, Al Weyant, Ryan Strickler, Scott 
Ulrich and Ed Strickler.

MATCHING SHIRTS!:MATCHING SHIRTS!: Blake Grove, 4, visits the 
Huntingdon Country Club during Valley Rural Electric 
Cooperative’s annual benefit golf tournament. Blake is 
one of the six beneficiaries. He is joined by, from left, his 
mother Maddie Grove, father Stevie Stoutzenberger, and 
grandparents Tara and Art Grove.

remove two of them, and his medical 
team is planning the best path 
forward for the youngster. Blake is 
the son of Steve Stoutzenberger and 
Maddie Grove.

“This is really something special, 
just amazing,” says Art Grove, 
Blake’s grandfather. “It’s great that 
the community is there to support 
people. It feels good to have 
community support.”

Since his birth in June 2025, Liam 
Hughes has required many surgeries 
to his spine and abdomen. He has 
spina bifida and complications 
from having just one kidney. He 
remains a happy boy despite his 
medical conditions. He is the son of 
Shawn and Brooke Hughes of New 
Enterprise. 

Izzy Boyd, 14, of Huntingdon 
has a progressive and terminal 
degenerative disease. Her condition 
has advanced significantly, and 
her mobility has declined. As Izzy’s 
needs increase, providing her care 
has become increasingly challenging. 
Izzy’s brother Alex, 21, has the same 
condition and is further along in the 
disease’s progression. Izzy’s mother, 
Samantha Gladfelter, has faced the 
grief of the sudden passing of her 
husband, Johnny, in January as the 
family continues to face these medical 
conditions. 

PUTTING FUN:PUTTING FUN: Abby Sholly, 5, and Valley 
Rural Electric Cooperative Vice President of 
Member Services Doug Roles spend some 
time on the practice green.

CLOSE FAMILY:CLOSE FAMILY: Izzy Boyd, front, is shown 
with siblings Aurora, left, and Max, right, 
and her mother, Samantha Gladfelter, in this 
recent family photo. Izzy is a beneficiary of 
Valley Rural Electric Cooperative’s annual 
golf fundraiser. K
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THANK YOU VREC ANNUAL GOLF OUTING SUPPORTERS!

PLATINUM
Asplundh Tree Expert LLC

Ayers Line Construction Inc.
B&L Tree Service Inc

CFC
The Okonite Company

Penn Line Tree Service, Inc.
Terrawatt

United Utility Supply

GOLD
1 Alpha Consulting

Jason and Jennel Miller

SILVER
EG Anderson, Inc.

Frontline Utility Sales
Keller Engineers, Inc.
Linemen’s Supply Inc.

Saxton Sportsmen Association & Youth
Stuckey Automotive, Inc.
Sugar Hill Construction

BRONZE
David M. Maines & Associates, Inc.

Eaton Corporation
Eden Valley Landscaping
Hubbell Utility Solutions
McCoy’s Lawn & Garden

Morefield Communications Inc.
Power Line Supply

Rally Point Recovery
S&C Electric Company
Utility Sales Associates

CONTRIBUTORS
A Touch of Ash Hair Studio, Ace fix-it Hardware - Huntingdon, Adams Electric Cooperative, Inc., Advance Auto Parts 
- Huntingdon, All In Self Storage LLC, Altec Industries, Inc., Alternative Technologies Inc., Alto Market, Altoona Curve, 
American Tool and Supply, Armond Run Outdoors, William and Wanda Ayers, Backwoods Smoke Shack, Bange’s 
Concrete Construction, Base Camp Guns, LLC, Bass Pro, Bedford County Beverage, Bedford Rural Electric Cooperative, 
Inc., Cindy Bigelow, Blair Auto Service and Power Equipment, Brackenridge Ice Cream & Coffee, Brenneman’s Meat 
Market, Brown & Walters Insurance Agency, Inc., Brubaker’s Greenhouse LLC, Brumbaugh Capital of PA LLC, Brumbaugh 
Lumber LLC, Buffamante Whipple Buttafaro, PC, Carl LaRue, CDS (Complete Document Solutions), Central Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., Centre Communications, Inc., Claverack Rural Electric Cooperative, Inc., CM Fuels Inc., Community 
State Bank of Orbisonia, Coons Communications LLC, Cordell Construction, Cove Beverage, Cove Lumber, Creswell 
Advertising, Crull Mechanical LLC, Pam DeVore, Dew Drop Inn, Ryan Dodson, Domino’s Pizza, Dragon’s Den Pizza, 
E.B. Endres Inc., Elus Company, Emer Aesthetics, Ed and Debbie Ergler, Ferguson’s General Contracting LLC, Firmatek, 
First National Bank, Fisher Auto Parts, Frederick Lock & Key, Frederick’s Meat Market, Frugal Fashionista, Fulton Tractor 
& Equipment Inc., G&H Anderson Excavating LLC, Gish Logging Inc., Grissinger’s Auto LLC, Guys Hardware, Inc., 
Harshbarger’s Sub N’ Malt, Hartslog Contracting, LLC, Laurie Helsel, Greg Henry, Heritage Cove Resort, Ashlee Hicks, 
Hillbilly’s Jerky, Holiday Bowl - Huntingdon, Home City Ice, Hometown 1st Realty, Honey B’s Coffee Shop, Horvath 
Chemical & Supply, Hoss’s/Marzoni’s, Gary Huff, Jerry Huggler, Huntingdon Country Club, Huntingdon Moose  
Lodge 223, I&K Railing, Irby Utilities, Jake Zinobile Trucking LLC, Jason Fleck Trucking, Annual Dice Run, J.M. Boswell’s 
Pipes & Cigars, Johnstown Tomahawks, Knobsville Florist, Kountry Kettle Restaurant & Catering, K’s Place, Travis Kuhstos, 
Andy Kyle, Denise Lansberry, Liberty Fire Solutions LLC, Lighthouse Hardware, LightStorm Security, Lincoln Caverns, 
Link Computer Corporation, Lisa Detwiler Counseling Services LLC,  LJR Enterprises, Luciano’s and George’s Auto Body, 
M&L Rosenberry Landscape, Malibu & Co, Mamie’s Café and Bakery, Martin Oil Company, Martinsburg District Office, 
Matt Baker Cancer Fund, Linda McMath, McMullen Farms, MEREDUC, a Meredith Schneider Co., LLC, Moonshine Mine 
Distillery Inc., Liz Morocco, Mount Moriah Lodge No. 300, New Pig Corporation, NiSC, Michael Haire, Ody & Wilson, PC, 
Palmer Construction Company, Inc., Parks’ Tax Service, Pine Bottom Aviation Services LLC, Pirates Charities, PJ’s Trucking 
& Excavating LLC, Pleasant View Farms, Portofino OIP - 22, Paul Post, Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association, ProArc 
Mechanical LLC, Puff Kings, Red Beard Barber Shop, Reed, Wertz & Roadman, Inc., Ron’s RV Sales LLC, Rosati Sales, Inc., 
Rosenberry-Brady Enterprises LLC, Roundhouse Harley-Davidson, Roundhouse Tavern, Route 333 Supplies, LLC, Runks 
Auto and Towing LLC, Runk’s Diggin’- Haulin’- Well Drillin’ & Pump Service, Sandy Ridge Market, Scale Computing, Scissor 
Sisters Salon, Secure-Tec, Inc., Senate Builders & Construction Managers, Inc., Seven Mountains Media, Shade Gap Farm 
Supply, Shade Gap Sportsmans Club, Russ Sharpless, Corey Sheeder, Sheetz, Small Town Pizza, Somerset Rural Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., Spring Creek Diner LLC, Standing Stone Post 1754 VFW, Stenger & Associates Inc., Stock’s Dairy 
Farm, Strickler’s Ice, Bottled Water, & Cold Beer, Sullivan County Rural Electric Cooperative, Inc., T.A.B Excavating LLC, 
TD Powersports LLC, Tastes of Home Bakery, Terri Brumbaugh and Jamie Jones, The Anchored in Faith Foundation, The 
FARM BBQ & Bakery, Brook Thompson, Thrive Massage Therapy & Spa, Tinman Body Shop Inc., Tractor Supply, Traditions 
Clothing & Gift Shop, Traditions Restaurant and Bakery, Transformer Maintenance & Service Inc., Tri-County Rural Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., Tyquila Sisters Mobile Bar, United Electric Cooperative, Inc., UPMC Health Plan, UTV International, 
Vaughn’s Flowers & Gifts, VREC Retirees, Walmart, Walter’s Well Drilling LLC, Weaver’s Body & Frame, Wesco/Anixter, 
Whitsel’s Garage, Wienken Wealth Management (Buterbaugh-Weaverling Group), and Rich Wilson
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